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the general opinion. But I added that their press had been for a long time and was at that very moment teeming with the most outrageous calumnies against me on the same general subject charging me with things which he could not but be satisfied were false, but that I heard of no attempts on his part or that of his friends to check their course; that I would point out the libels to which I alluded, shew him their falsity, if that were necessary, and that the moment I found him interfering in my behalf, as he wished me to do for him, I would with pleasure comply with his wishes;—until then I must decline to do so. He refused to connect other matters with his request and was as persistent in making it as I was in declining it. He then gave me notice that he would call a meeting of, the People of the Manor towns, on a day and at a place he named, at which meeting he would charge me with writing a letter during the preceding winter (as he had been credibly informed was the case), to a member of the Legislature—Mr. Whallon advising him .to stave off action on the Tenant's petition until after the Spring elections, with a view to securing the favourable effect on those _ elections of the pendency of the matter. I assured him that his information was entirely false, and offered to give him a letter, authorizing Mr. Whallon to furnish him with copies of any letters I had written to him, or to obtain copies for him myself. He declined the offer and called his meeting. I sent a messenger to the place with a letter, addressed to the Chairman of the meeting narrating what had taken place between the General and myself—giving the fullest contradiction to the revelation he proposed to make, and requesting to have my letter read to the meeting. The Chairman put my communication in his pocket, and allowed Gen. Van Eensselaer to make his statement—without saying one word to the meeeting about its receipt or contents.
When informed of this I published a card in the Newspapers and in Hand bills, denouncing in the strongest terms the falsity of tne General's accusations, and called a meeting at the same place for the purpose of making the same denial in person. I gave the General notice of the time, place, and object of the meeting with an invitation to attend. When my friend Mr. Morell, and myself arrived at the place of meeting we found a very large assemblage of people, and among them General Van Rensselaer, Mr. Williams and several mem'bers of the Livingston family and their Agents. As soon as the meeting was organized I rose and stated my object in calling it— submitted to it certified copies of the only letters I had written to Mr. Whallon—denied the charge upon which the General had arraigned me before them and called upon him to maintain it if he could. He stood in a remote part of the room, but did not then speak or shew any disposition to do so. After a pause I rose again," MS. I. p. •,-:,.ed for my guide, not he said, as a relation, but as the oldest of the name in the town.
